A city for everyone
PARQUE DE MÁLAGA

As a bird’s eye view, we can state
that the Parque de Málaga or
Parque de la Alameda, is located
between the historic centre and the
port, and between the Plaza de
Torrijos and the Plaza de la Marina.

This park has a total surface area of more than 30,000
square metres, if we combine the rose garden
surrounded by orange and cypress trees, next to the
Town Hall and the Puerta Oscura Gardens.
This promenade, with gardens on both sides, is
Renaissance and Baroque in character, with botanical
species from the five continents.

It was built at the end of the 19th century on land
reclaimed from the sea for the expansion of the
port in a costly operation.
Three pedestrian walkways parallel to the main
Alameda and the Paseo de los Curas, about 800 m
long, connect the Plaza de la Marina with the Plaza
de Torrijos.

These promenades run through wide, generally
shaded areas, with smooth floors, good pedestrian
lighting and no architectural barriers such as steps.

But we can not only walk through this park along
the main paths, but also along others within the
gardens themselves. Parallel paths to the main
exterior ones, with more pleasant dimensions and
rustic soil, run charmingly through the vegetation.

Other paths also run through the interior of the park
in a more integral and organic way, amidst lush
vegetation, like a botanical garden that explains the
characteristics of the most significant species
brought, as mentioned above, from various countries
around
the
world.

An auditorium in the central area encourages
activities other than strolling and resting.

A group of children's games bring activity and life to
the park as they attract a younger public with their
companions.

The walks are generally accompanied by sufficient
urban furniture such as benches and litter bins, and
pedestrian lighting.

So far, we have taken our bird'seye view of the charming Parque
de Málaga, and now we are going
to take a walking tour, as a diverse
person, because we are all
diverse, because we are all
different. Now we will analyse
what might be missing in the Park,
to make it more ours, more yours,
more
mine.

.

If we move from the Plaza de la Marina along any of
the main promenades we find that they are wide
and with a smooth, accessible ground, with sunny
and shady areas, well lit and with benches with
armrests and backrests in some areas.

We can also say that these promenades are clean
and well maintained. However, there is noise
pollution.
These benches are not as diverse as we people are,
nor with armrests and backrests, at a height that
helps, for example, elderly people to stand up and
rest.

Nothing could be further from the
human race than standardization, we
are diverse beings with different
characteristics and concerns, which
is why we need spaces with benches
of different designs, as accessible as
possible and that their distribution
encourages not only socialization but
also the need for seclusion if
someone requires or prefers it.
.

Nor are they generally laid out in such a way as to
encourage people to meet, or indeed the intimacy
of
those
who
need
or
require
it.
.

When we walk, especially in summer, we especially
appreciate the sight and sound of water, but we
also need to have drinking fountains, so that we
have the possibility to stay in the park for a longer
time.

Going now into the gardens we can see that the
shade is denser and the ground has changed, it is
more rustic but equally accessible, the benches and
their distribution as in the main paths are
standardised. In these interior areas noise pollution is
lower, achieving in certain places very quiet areas.

The design of the paths prevents a wide field of
vision, which can generate a feeling of insecurity
in many people, limiting access to the area to a
larger number of people, whose presence would
generate a greater sense of security.

Walking around and with a view to diversity, we can see
that the auditorium is also designed for people with
reduced mobility, as there are integrated seats reserved
for
them.

With regard to the children's play areas, we can also
see the administration's concern for children with
reduced mobility and their integration.

In order to be able to walk and stay in public spaces,
we need not only drinking fountains but also public
toilets.

Accessible signage should accompany us on all
paths to make a walk according to our needs or to
find areas where we want to go.

As a conclusion, we believe that the park needs to:
• Design spaces within the park with intergenerational areas where bio-healthy circuits for the elderly,
sports circuits for young people and children's games, all of them accessible, encourage enjoyment and
lingering in them.
• Benches with an accessible and diverse design with a layout that encourages encounters and respects
people's privacy
• Accessible drinking fountains, with height for the elderly and children, as well as for pets, to encourage
people to remain in the park for longer periods of time and increase their enjoyment.
• Accessible public toilets
• The interior area of the gardens requires sustainable lighting that respects the fauna as well as inviting
people to stroll during the hours of low light.
• Accessible signage indicating the routes, where you can read "where am I? and where am I going?
• Activities that encourage communication and encounters should be promoted not only along the
routes parallel to the main Alameda, but also inside the gardens, to encourage pedestrian traffic inside
the gardens.

To make the park promenade really yours, mine
and ours, mine and ours, we kindly ask you to
give us your opinión on our social networks or
writw us an email with your suggestions.
María Soler architect, concerned about the inclusive city and accessibility.
Mujeresentramandociudades@gmail.com
Or follow us on Facebook www.facebook.com/Mujeresaentramandociudades
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